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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 69 

ARRANGEMENT GIVING THE REGULATION OF THE RIGHT OF PREFERENCE 
OF FRANCE OVER THE TERRITORIES OF THE CONGO FREE STATE. 

February 5, 1895. 

Considering that in virtue of the letters exchanged on the 23d and 
24th of April, 1884, between M. Strauch, president of the International 
Association of the Congo, and M. J. Perry, President of the Council and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the French Republic, a right of preference 
has been assured to France in case the association should be led some day 
to alienate its possessions; that this right of preference has been main- 
tained since the Congo Free State replaced the International Association ; 

Considering that, in view of the transfer to Belgium of the possessions 
of the Congo Free State, by virtue of the treaty of cession of January 9, 
1895, the Belgian Government will be substituted in the obligation con- 
tracted for under this agreement by the Government of the said State ; 

The undersigned have agreed upon the following provisions which shall 
regulate henceforth the right of preference of France in regard to the 
Belgian colony of the Congo. 

Article 1. 

The Belgian Government recognizes the fact that France has a right 
of preference over its possessions in the Congo, in case of the alienation 
in whole or in part, of the latter burdened with certain conditions. 

Any exchange of territories of the Congo with a foreign power ; every 
concession, lease of the said territories, in whole or in part, to a foreign 
state or to a foreign company invested with the rights of sovereignty, 
will equally give rise to the exercise of the right of preference of France, 
and will form, consequently, the subject of previous negotiation between 
the Belgian government and the government of the French Republic. 

Article 2. 
The Belgian Government declares that no cession will ever be made 
gratuitously, of all or part of these said possessions. 

Article 3. 
The dispositions provided in the above articles apply to all the Belgian 
territories in the Congo. 

In faith of which, the undersigned have drawn up the present arrange- 
ment, and have attached their seals thereto. 
Done in duplicate, at Paris, February 5, 1895. 

[l. s.] B on d'Anethan 

[l. s.] G. Hanotaux 



